
Welcome to Kindergarten at 
Oxbow!



Welcome
Welcome to Kindergarten!

The Oxbow Team welcomes you to our wonderful school!  This year registration follows 
a similar format as in previous years whereby families register online. Currently, 
families may not visit the school in-person due to COVID-19 restrictions. We look 
forward to the day we meet you in person when it is safe to do so. Our office 
administrative team is ready to support the registration process. For now, we would 
like to provide you with some information through these slides as we welcome you to 
Oxbow Public School. 

Ms. Queenan and Ms. Buck                                          R. Walton and J. Sweeney
(Administrative Team  supporting registration)     (Principal)         (Vice Principal)



Kindergarten Educator Team
● Early Childhood Educator and Teacher Partners 

in the classroom

● Learning Support Teacher

● Kindergarten Prep Teachers

● Teacher Librarian

● Music Teacher



What Do Children Notice?

■ Inquiry-based learning through play
○ play is the method and learning is the 

outcome
○ educators explicitly teaching and asking 

questions through guided teaching 
practices

■ Children exploring, discovering, 
collaborating, and sharing ideas



What Do Adults Notice?

■ A balance of teacher-initiated and 
student-initiated learning
○ explicit teaching by educators
○ play is a method and learning is the 

outcome
■ Two collaborative educators providing a 

play-based program supporting early literacy, 
numeracy, well-being, problem-solving and 
innovation



September (What we know/learned from 
previous experiences.)
■ End of August: Educator team (Teacher and ECE) will 

notify families of class placement before the first day 
of school.

■ Gradual entry – Second Year Kindergarten (SK) 
children will begin on the first day of school.  First 
Year children (JK) children will be sent a starting date 
in the mail before school begins. First year children 
will begin school on Wednesday or Thursday or 
Friday of the first week of school.

■ Complete IPOC - notify team/vice principal of any 
food allergies or health concerns ASAP! We will guide 
you through the online process and follow up. 



Supporting Kindergarten Experiences

■ Talk, read, and sing with your child 
daily!

■ Encourage safe exploration and play.

■ Encourage independence in 
toileting, dressing and 
eating.

■ Promote sharing and 
turn-taking.



Familiar Faces in Our School

Principal: Rose Walton
Vice Principal: Jacqueline Sweeney
Secretaries: Sherry Queenan and Jennifer 

Buck
Custodians: Larry Crawley, Jamie Noorhoef,        
                  Najm Najm, Sandy Hickson

We will introduce our Kindergarten Teams in 
late August 2021!



Communication with Our School

■ Email:   oxbow@tvdsb.ca

■ School Messenger/Calendars 

■ Phone:  519-666-0310



School & TVDSB Communication
■ Websites - class, school and TVDSB communicate program 

updates and events  https://www.tvdsb.ca/en/index.aspx 

■ School Messenger/Newsletter https://oxbow.tvdsb.ca/en/index.aspx

■  My Big Yellow School Bus  http://www.mybigyellowbus.ca/

https://www.tvdsb.ca/en/index.aspx
https://oxbow.tvdsb.ca/en/index.aspx
http://www.mybigyellowbus.ca/


The following slides provide examples of how young 
children learn in a Kindergarten program.

How Does Learning Happen?



Children Learn Through...
Inquiry
      Children are naturally curious. They have an interest in exploring and investigating how 

things work and why things happen.

Real-Life Contexts
      Children grasp ideas more readily and effectively when they connect their learning to 

their own lives and the world around them.

Exploration
      Children explore their environment through inquiry (learning)-based play. Play is a 

method for learning in the areas of problem solving, language acquisition, literacy, 
numeracy, and social skills.

Explicit Instruction
    Educators provide clear, direct, purposeful teaching and modeling of specific skills and 

strategies including phonemic awareness, math concepts, social regulation and 
problem-solving strategies. 



Exploration and Discovery

Young children are discovering new things and making connections with 
what they already know. Children talk about the world around them and 
how it works. Your continued support of oral language and exploration 
provides a risk-free space to learn.



Early Literacy

Oral language is the foundation of literacy and numeracy learning in the 
Kindergarten program. Children learn to communicate their ideas through 
active listening, speaking, viewing and thinking. Children share personal 
experiences and interests. Children listen and respond for different reasons, 
learn new vocabulary, and language structures.



Reading

Literacy experiences are embedded throughout the day in authentic and 
meaningful ways. Children participate in reading through modelled, shared, 
guided, and independent practice.  We encourage and promote daily reading 
at home through a Home Reading Program. Reading daily with your child 
and asking questions about the text supports developing language. Many 
children ask “who, what and why” questions while adults support extended 
learning through “how, where and when” questions.



Writing

Writing in Kindergarten is a continuum of experiences and purposes. Children 
are encouraged to progress at their own rate. Learning opportunities are 
provided at school to explore writing, communicate ideas through writing, 
and drawing. Writing and/or drawing grocery lists allows children to 
contribute to family routines. Children see themselves as writers.



Early Numeracy

Children investigate math concepts through language, problem-solving, 
exploration using a variety of math manipulatives, and through guided and 
independent practice. At home children may count the number of plates set 
for a meal or the eggs in a carton. Young children are learning “how much” 
(quantity) 5 and 10 as they experience concepts of numbers using five and 
ten frames.



Learning Through Play

Educators build on children’s natural curiosity and their desire to make sense 
of their environment. Opportunities are provided for children to observe, 
gather, and plan using information to compare, sort, classify, and interpret 
their data. At home, children may build towers using 3-5 blocks then build 
towers with fences surrounding the tower. Children sort the blocks according 
to ‘rules’ constructed through play and parent guidance.



Spontaneous Exploration

Children are encouraged to think creatively and critically through the inquiry 
process to solve problems, engage, explore, investigate, explain, and 
evaluate by sharing their learning with others. Through a reciprocal process, 
children provide information orally and through representations of their 
thinking. Adults expand on this learning with stories (narratives and 
structures) and materials. Children and adults learn with one another to 
create a sense of belonging and contributing. 



Peer Play and Learning

In play, children are spontaneous and at their most freely creative selves. Often 
children will become “lost” in a project, unaware of time and others. They are 
present in the learning. Adults may support peer learning/play by providing 
materials and feedback to expand the children’s thinking. For example, while 
reading a book, an adult may stop reading and ask questions about the text to 
engage the child.



Sensory Play and Learning

Children need many opportunities to use their senses to explore the world 
around them. Through investigation children make connections to their own 
experiences, build vocabulary, and demonstrate their learning in new and 
different ways. Adults support this learning by expanding upon children’s 
‘talk’, vocabulary, and language. 



Physical Activity and Learning

Children participate in physical activities to develop their large and small muscles 
while indoors and outside. Participation in games contributes to children’s 
development of social skills, social and emotional regulation, and self-esteem. 
For example, if a child is overwhelmed by stimuli, an adult may provide a calm 
and quiet space/time for the child to de-escalate.



Technology and Learning

Children use a variety of technology devices to explore literacy, numeracy 
and science in the Kindergarten program. Our Kindergarten Team is very 
experienced with providing in-class, and then pivoting to online 
synchronous (in-person/live) and asynchronous (online activities and 
links) teaching and learning opportunities. We continue to learn about 
children’s learning using digital devices. 



Outdoor Learning is ...

Outdoor learning supports the development of cognitive functions: 
creative and critical thinking, imagination leading to innovation and 
problem solving, self-regulation and communication skills. Our beautiful 
school yard has many attributes including a safe outdoor space for 
climbing, digging, running and interacting with others. Our larger outdoor 
yard is currently under planning revisions with the support of our former 
Grade 8 graduates, Upper Thames Conservation Area and Oxbow Home 
and School. Join our School Council and Home and School in the fall of 
2021!



Large Group Learning

Children learn self-regulation skills in large group settings. Social 
and emotional regulation are supported by Educator Teams and 
Speech and Language Pathologists. Learning with others provides a 
space to present concepts such as compare and contrast that 
stimulates children’s thinking. Young children draw on their 
experiences with others and materials as they solve simple 
problems and make further inquiries with adult and peer supports.  



Small Group Learning

Educators  work with small groups of children using guided teaching 
strategies leading to independent learning reflective of the strengths and 
needs of children. At home children have opportunities to engage with 
siblings and caregivers/adults to solve problems. For example, young 
children may refer to a posted schedule on the family communication board. 
This ‘reading’ opportunity connects a sense of time and events for the child 
to feel the predictability of activities throughout the day. 



Independent Learning

Children are provided with opportunities to demonstrate their understanding 
through independent activities and tasks throughout the day. At home, 
children may have opportunities to play with materials to create or innovate. 
Adult supporting young children as they move from guided support to 
independently learning a skill is nurtured through carefully extending 
materials, questions and concepts to promote skill, knowledge and attitude 
attainment.



Partnering with Families

Educators recognize the valuable roles of parents, grandparents and caregivers 
as their child’s first teacher. We work in partnership with families to understand 
each child’s learning strengths and needs as we build healthy, positive 
relationships. 

Welcome to Oxbow Public School! The Home of the Stars!



Before and After School Program
Whitehills Child Care is the Before and After School  provider 
at Oxbow PS. 

For more information about this program please contact Sarah 
at 

519-471-1640

sarahn@whitehillschildcare.ca

mailto:sarahn@whitehillschildcare.ca


Early On Center
Ilderton is very fortunate to have an Early On Center 

located at in the same building as the Ilderton Library.

You can contact Janice at Middlesex EarlyON Child and 

Family Center Ilderton

519-666-3227

 



Ilderton Library

Ilderton Library is a wonderful resource 

for books, videos and so much more. For 

more information, please contact for 

more information

519-666-1599



Thank you for joining us!

Call us at 519-666-0310 if you have any questions.


